Otreet Ocenes - Paddock Street

Street Scenes is a regular feature of the CLHS newsletter.
With hundreds of streets in Crystal Lake, we thought it would be
interesting to learn how many of them came to be named.

Paddock Street runs east-west between
McHenry Avenue and South Williams Street.
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The street cuts right through
the land which was once the
farm of Richard Paddock and
family.

Richard Paddock was born
February 23, 1808 in
Onondaga County, New York.
His father, James Paddock,
served as a militiaman during
the War of 1812. James was
a miller by trade, operating a
large saw and grist mill in
New York. In 1833, Richard
Paddock married Nancy Betts
in New York. Shortly thereaf-
ter, two generations of Pad-
docks moved west to lllinois.

The Paddock families first
settled in Palos Township,
Cook County, lllinois. The
Palos Historical Society cites
James Paddock as the first
white man to settle in Palos.

In 1845, Richard, his wife

Nancy, and their children

moved to a farm on the north

edge of Algonquin Township in McHenry

County. The village of Crystal Lake was
situated less than a mile southwest of the farm.
At that time, the railroads did not run through
McHenry County, and the village of Nunda did

not exist.

Richard and Nancy Paddock had nine children:
Charles, Chauncey, Sarah, Arthur, Emily,

Daniel, Sylvester, Richard, and Martha.
son, Sylvester, was a member of Co. F,

Regiment of lllinois Volunteers during the Civil

Four of Richard Paddock’s children:
Martha and Charles (left)
Arthur and Emily (right)

Photo provided by Lynn Dielman,

Paddock descendant

War. He died in a Mem-
phis hospital, from Ty-
phoid Fever, at the age of
16.

The Paddock’s lived a
quiet life on their farm. In
1882, Nancy Paddock
passed away. Her obitu-
ary in the Nunda Herald
was short and to the point:
“Wed. Mrs. Richard
Paddock was out in the
yard. Thurs. she was a
corpse. Cause, epileptic
fit.”

After the death of his wife,
Richard Paddock began
to subdivide his large farm
and sell the lots. The May,
4, 1883 Nunda Herald has
the following announce-
ment: “Mr. Paddock’s lots
will soon be all sold. No
use buying if you don’t
intend to build—specula-
tors’ lots don’t improve a

town.” In 1883, the Union School was built on

children.
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several lots that were formerly part of the large
Paddock farm. By 1887, Richard Paddock
must have sold his last lot, as he moved to
Minneapolis, Minnesota to be near one of his

Richard Paddock died April 15, 1895. His body
was brought back from Minnesota and laid to
rest at the Crystal Lake (Lake Avenue) Cem-
etery. Richard is buried near his wife, Nancy,
son Chauncey, and daughter Sarah.

July - September 2003

The Crystal Iimes

Page 11



