Crystal Lake Herald

Articles About

The Sokol Summer
Home/Camp



Crystal Lake Herald
July 16, 1942

Camp Lidice Is
Located Near Lake—

Tre Soikol Helviicek-Tyr: summer
carep for boys and girls has been lo-
care i in the subdivision about a half
miie from the west end of the lake.
Groups of about 40 boys and girls
will <pernj vewular periods there dur-
ing ‘he summer. The camp has been
rnamed Camp Lidice. .

A larwe building has been construct-
od t: provide a dining room and kit-
char.. There are also sleeping quar-
ters in it for women members of the
organization Wio volunteer for per-
jo's i working at the camp.

North of this building, there is a|

small executive building and another

where rir. campers sleep. Boys sleep |
in tents. After the war, it is planned |
to consiruct larger and more elabor- |

te nuildings. This organization has a
large gymuaasium in Chicago and fea-
tures oy mnastic. training for health.

i

¢

The land on which the camp 1s lo- |

cated was donated by Adolph Kacer,!
i
!

Crystal Gardens summer resident an
 presudent of the organization. “The
frevdom one enjoys in this land is
wonderful,” the eamp dirvector told
Tha Herald

wLgetice hives!” :

Tha: i1~ the slogan adoptid by the
Light of Liberty committee, which
now promises to expand into a nation-
wide and perhaps an international or-
wanization ple ‘ged to perpetuate the
memory of the little Czechoslovak
town Wipes out by Hitler.

Fvery man in Lidice was killed by
the Na.is; the women were sent to
coscentration camps, and the children
to “educational” camps. |

Dedication - Sunday of the new
Lidice, in Lockport township near
Joliet, and of a granite shaft as a

memorial to the martyrs of Lidice in- |

augurated. the “Lidice Lives” move-

ment. ‘

'Afl the world realizes that the at-
tempt to destroy Lidice was in vain;
that while it might be .physically ob-
literated from the face of the earth,
jt is immortal in the hearts and minds
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% lover of peace, justice and
The <edication was carried by the
NBC and British radio systems. Wen-
dell L. Willkie :mi a.speaker.
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een opened in the subdivision west of the lake by the
Sokol erganization of Chicago. Uppe r photo is the new dining room and
kitchen. Lower is a view of thie administration building, sleeping _quarters
for the girls and tents for the boys. Groups of 40 hoys and girls spend two
wecks vacation there.After the war, more and larger butlding will be done.’
Lidice is_named after a .town in Europe where the Germans kiiled every man
and placed all the women in concentration camps, New Lidice is the name of
a village just established near Joliet. | |
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300 Children to [
Present Program

| Public Invited to View Out-
| door Activities on g
Aug. 11 : &

! The public has been extended a
cordial invitation to visit Sokel Camp
| Lidice near the west end of the lake
lon Sunday, Aug. 11 at 3 o'clock when |
about 300 children will give an ex- |
hibition of athletic training received. |

The camp is named after Lidice in -
Bohemia, a village made historic by |
the smass murders and burning of |
homes and other buildings when vil-J
lagers encountered the frenzied fury
of Adoiph Hitler. The camp, situated
in Crystal Vista subdivision, is reach- }'
ed by turning right just beyond the
Crystal Ballroom where signs direct to |-
the camp.

The Sokol organization has head-
quarters in Chicago and opened the
summer camp here several years ago.
Children of members from Chicago
spend certain periods there and calis- |
thenics and gymnastic training is
featured in the gvmnasium in Chicago !
and at the camp here. |

i
i

For the Aug. 11 event, about 300
children from 6 vears on through the
teen age will give an excellent pro- |
gram. The camp is equipped with a |
large dining room with barracks for
sleeping quarters for youngsters in |
camp. There are also several other [
‘buildings for various uses.
| J. Stransky is physical education
instructor.
| Mrs. Marie Kacer is in charge ofl
the camp. M:. Kacer being president |
of the Sokol organization. i

i __ — i
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Camp Lidice Features Extraordinary Physical Education Show

R
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athletic skills displayed by young men
of the Sokol Assn. when these veter-
ans of World War 11, young women,
and boys and girls as young as six
ﬁesrs showed to n crowd of 600 de-
ghted specintors, on Aug. 11, what
they have learned at the Sokel gym-
nasium in Chicago and at Camp Li-
dice in Crystal Vista. Performing
when this picture was taken were
Bob Kerbec (at the bottom), Sid
Kacer, Ray Krapec, and Tony ‘Faikus,
top maon of the graceful foursome.

.Bokol Camp Lidice, in Crystal
Vista, held its first physical educa-
tion exhibition on Sunday, Avg. 11,
for the purpose of showing the neigh-
bors ‘at Crystal ‘Lake the result of
months of iligent practice. There 18
a similar exhibition held every first
Sunday in April at the gymnasium
on Lawndale ave. and 26th st. in Chi-
eago. J. Stransky is physical educa-

tion -instructor.- Mrs. - Marie. Kacer.is.

in charge of the camp. .= - .
General assembly came, promptly
at 8 o'clock in the afternoon with o
Very large audience (sbout 600 peo-
ple} spplanding sll classes, boys and

{left

Three of the young ladies who participated in._the physical education
‘exhibition held at Sokol eamp Lidice, in Crystal Vista, on Aug. 11 were
: ; i to right in the picture) Zdenka Neskedny, Ann Paspisil,
Pyramid formation was one of the¢Zencil £ - ! ; ; .

and Sylvia

girls ranging from 6 to 14 years of
age, junior girls and junior boys
from 14 to 18 yenrs of age and
women and men.
After ' the anthems were played,
the: Solol Assn. president, Mr. Kacer,
weleomeil the audience and
the fact that every bit of work at
camp is  done .by members purely
voluntarily and gratis. - .
sAndther . ~welcoming - speech, was
given by the president of the Board
of Directors, Mr. Simaner, who em-

phasized ‘the fact that the main aim
of the Organization iz to be able to
aive the children and young reople a
place to meet and drill to keep faith-
ful to the motto “Sound mind in' a
sound body."” g 208
The classes marched off and the
program began with calisthenies, by
a mixed group of children that are
staying at_camp, the sort of exercise
they do every morning before break-
fast. Next were calisthenics by two
classes of young girls, which were
followed by eames played by gicls
and- boys staying at camp. Similar

reak-"

games were played at Camp e\re:dy_
evening. A beautiful number followed,
fancy ecalisthenics, by ‘the women,
men, junior' girls -and - junior boys
combined. i

The 'audience thrilled to .the per~
formance of the next number, {
pride of the “Sokols” young men, dil
recently returned vetéraps ranking
from captmn to private, Gasps and
applause met the ears as they went
through ' their number, hand balan-
ing, & beautiful exhibition of co-

- P
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tion. 8 A
The next number, on parallel bar
and horizontal was by the|
junior boys and men, They. certainly
“flew through the air,” with the|.
greatest of eage.”” ! !

" The last number wai a volleyball
game between the women and mem.
Even though the men's team ;
‘:&gtg_ restrictions meted out they won
So, the very first Physical Educa-
tion exhibition held at Crystal Lake
ended, with @ firm conviction that it

will be & yearly occurrence.
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Large crowds of spectaters gathered at Camp Sekol near the west end
of the lake on Sunday, July 27, when the children's gymnastic exhibition was
held. Members of the men's and women's classes of Sokol Havlicek-Tyrs,
Chicageo, are shown deing support numbers for the success of the program.
The camp is operated by this organization for educational and cultural par-
poses.—Lu-Al Laboratory Photo.
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Local Camp Asks
Reversal: Zoning .
|Board - Appeals -

A petition -for a writ of certiorari
‘Jasking for-a review and reversal of
3. decision of the McHenry county
Zoning Board of Appeals has been
filed in circuit court on behalf. of
Sokol Harlicek-Tyrs. This is the first
action-of its kind taken against the
local board since it formation over a
year ago. - . -
.- The bil} asserts that the enforce-
ing  ‘officer, ‘George Jedlicka, Crystal
Lake, refused the petitioner a2 permit
to erect certain buildings in Crystal
Vista subdivision for a summer vaca-
{tion. school. The appeal to the board
of appeals was denied. - . 5 3
Under .the provision of the Me-|
Henry zoning. ordinance, the bill as-
serts the district upon which the pro-
perty is located is zoned as class “E,”
estates; “R-1,” residents district and
“R-2,”: residence districts. The - bill
continues that'the petitioner erectéd |
buildings on the: premises -for vaca-
tion camp’ purposes in 1939 and that
it was used for such with the excep-
tion of 1943,1944 and 1945 when oper-
ation was suspended because .of war |
regulations, - -°, " T :
- The petitioner -contends that the
enforeing . officer erred in denying|
the permit when he held that the
Ipetitioner was not & non-profit organ-
zation in that he maintained a vaca-
tion school serving meals and drinks to
the general public for a profit.-
~Members of the board of ryeview
coricerned in the proceeding are Frank
Nagel,. Fox River Grove; Edward
Deneen, Harvard; Raif Dusenberry
Marer:igo; Roy- Xent, McHenry, an
Harold Bacon, Crystal Lake. .
The camp is located near the west
end of the lake and has been growing
rapidly. At ome time it was <alled
‘|Camp .Lidice in honor of Lidice des-
troyed by Hitler. Athletics are fes-
tured by the organization. As, the
camp was growing, so was the resi-
dential area with about 15 new houses
being constructed nearby this year.
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INearby Residents
'|Object Operation
of Camp Sokol

“The large tract of land at the west
and northwest end of the lake is
Aknown as the Crvstal Vista Subdi-
vision and is a steadily growing com-
munity. Recentlv eight homes were
erected on LaMelado Ave. and are
now occupied. There - are plans to
erect Mmany more new homes in the
section which now has about b0 per-
manent residents,” writes Clarence
T. Bouterse of that area.

“A childrens summer camp oper-
ated by the Sokol Havlicek Tyrs of
Chicago has conducted a camp on the
property for the past several vears
and the residents of the community
are generally in favor of the removal
of the camp. Last summer they at-
tempted to erect additional dormi-
tories and were denied a permit as
the ground was deeded for oné
famli‘lg residences and the A

of McHenry County after 2
long hearing in which residents and
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'Camp Sokol Nears
%End of Another
'Very Busy Summer

| Camp Sokol, in Crystal Vista
' subdivision near the west end of
‘ the lake, has been the gathering
| place for more than 200 youngsters

1

i this summer, all of whom are most
Tmfj; R

and sanother for boys with a cen-
tral dining room. In addition to the
activities at camp, swimming is
done at the nearby Grafton Park
Beach. Numerous local residents
have been invited to dinner at the
' camp and the Bohemian food ser-
ved is so delicious they long re-
member it.

Camp Sokol is the only camp in
the vicinity of the lake. In times
past when houses were few near
the lake, many groups came here to
camp during the summer.
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Representatives of Sokol camp,
at the west end of the lake, stated
that they were operating a sum-
mer camp for underprivileged chil-
in Grafton tap. They thoatht thas
in n twp. ‘thought
shomd be 'allowed two tickets of
admission to the park. for each
lot. The concessionaire had coun-
tered with an offer to admit the
group at 40 per cent of regular
admission for non-resident users.
Attorney Cowlin' explained - that
taxpaying on unimproved property
is pot by itself a eriterion of resi-
dency. The contract between the
Board and the Concessionaire spe-
cified free admittance only to resi-
dents of the towaship, although the
board could, if they so desired,
grant special permission to the
group. Commissioner Hugo En-
strom moved to uphold the. lease
and back Mr. Tabor .on'his stand.
The Sckol camp has u;nimpmvtgd
beach property f{ronting on the
lake beside the Crystal Ballroom,
'which they have in the past leased
to Florence Campbell, operator of
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Cutting Ribbon Sun.
| Opening Newly Paved
Crystal Vista Road .

Next Sunday, at 1 pm., at the
south entrance to Crystal Vista
subdivision, North ave. and Gra-
nada, there will be a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony formally opening
the newly paved road, to which
everyone 18 invited. This will be
followed by a picnic at the sokol
Summer Home grounds where
Jthere will be fun for young and
Jold alike.
‘| Crystal Vista has struggled with
their roads for years, but now, at
‘|1ast. a four block black-topping
‘! job has heen completed on Gra-
nada, which is the main street
{ coming into the area from the

south. Work is also under way
preparatory to black- ing the
road leading into the subdivision
from Briarwood drive and West

Granada.
¥ Invite All to Picnic
At the picnie, to which every-
‘1 one is invited, there will be races
for the kiddies, as well as various
ames for adults. For those who
! not bring a picnic lunch, there

will be ba ed beef, hot dogs,
coffee, pop, and other refresh.
ments.

. he Crystal Vista Improvement

Assn. wishes to express gratitude
to everyone who has had a part in
helping them this far in their long
range road building program. They
are grateful, especially, to the
Sokol Summer Home which pre-
sented them with the deed to a
lot on Briarwood Drive, which is
used as a road and is now in
cess of being black-topped. They
are also grateful to the merchants
who have donated articles and
purchased tickets to their various
fund raising projects, and to the
Crystal Lake Herald, who have
always cooperated and been S0
generous about printing their
news items.
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formally opened the subdi
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in the ceremony on Sept. 6 were Howard Emery,

\children and adults were lots of
fun, both to the participants and |

Alvin Nelson, punk!x&oaf Crystal Vista Improvement association, cut the ribbon and
ision's newly-paved raad at North avenue and Granada, Aiding
Clark Hager and Mel Ackman.

4
mony, everyvone went to the Sokol
Sumuner Home where a picnic was
in full swing. Races and games for

the spectators. A wonderful time |
was certainly enjoyed by all who |
attended, and the general feeling

for another picnic next year.

Subdivisgion residents are grate-

ful to members of Sokol Summer

Home for donating their beautiful’

grounds for this picnic and cooper-
ating In so many other ways (0
make the event successful.

; "
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Ceska Beseda Pres.
Instrumental in
Sokol Stamp Issue

the United States announced ap
proval for the “issuance in 1950
of a commemorative stamp fo.
physical fitness on the 100th an-

Sokol Movement in America. his
words had speeial meaning for M
John J. Skudina of Fox River
Grove.

As president cf the Ceska Besed:
Bohemjan club in Fox River Grove

Iv t) secure signatures to a pel-
tion requesting such a commem -
ation. Signed by her fellow elub-
members, the peti'ion was forward-
ed ta Washington wiere Congress
man Robert McClory presentad ©
to the postmaster general with his
request that the petition he Ziven
earnest consideration.

Of Sept. 16, P <tmaster Generyj
Gronenski notified MeClory thit
the purpase of the »tition haid been
achieved an’ that the stamp would
he is<uei, and Congressman Ao
Ciory immed.ately transm.tted o
n tice of approval to Mrs Skuima
1ot weoll the postmster i
i .\’ ‘-.ior _'1 g -

e 01
v o attand the *“1ing -
rattena the "Um

0N
h-.:»,&r A LR
CONUTENSITIN

ine of the Phisicl Fitness - xnke)
commemoratne U S0 nostale
samp design, at P o'clock, O 20

postmaster ceneral’s reCeDt
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When the Postmaster Geners! of

niversary of the founding of th».

s, Skudrna had worked diligen:

rcom.”
| Ccngressman McClory passed on'
the good news to Mrs. Skudima,
president of the Ceska Beseda, Fox
Ryver Grove and noted that mem-
her of his staff would be present
in his behalf as representative of
the 12th District, adding: i

~%iy heartiest congratulations 10
vou ond vour fellow ciub-membel s
! patitiomers {or having the fove-
npu it to seek such recognition|

‘(e oo solen i contribnrion tho!
< % @ movement has made o the
Amenican way of life”

- r 4 - :"
Michele Young New ;

President Junior
Wonder Maids 1-H

Tha Junior Wonder Malds
ciah mes the home of Mrs
heoor 1 Hooker on et 17 W
Catherine Grondt presiding. ko
Lo neer lead the pledges.

Comrmitters were tormad to w K
31 the mvitational meeting on A
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. The Soko! Summer Camp near
the west end of the lake was the
.3.1!‘1?,. e place for an unusually
qarge number Suniay, most of
them Heine from Cincagoe. The
lorganizitar. has & main bu:iding
with Amine room  amd  smolier

bifinos chelta in case of Ineie-
men: westher The attendances oo
the iuke parks were reeluced e
canse of e threatening  chouds
durine the mormng and sTlenaenee
at Veteran ACres park was s
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O E‘E Hi‘b‘ﬁﬁ . d b?i\ﬁh *m
Mas 9 at the Sokol (‘ amp on Liano |
ta One building there had been ;
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ﬂolice Calls

A police officer on patrol

June 11 heard the sound of
glass breaking inside a
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C Letter to the editor

5

West End beach,
park possibilities

Dear editor,

I would like to thank the Planning
Commmissien for interceding on behalf
of the people in the West Lake com-
munity in trying to determine the best
use for the land surrounding West
Schoel.

Most of those who attended the im-
promptu meeting at the City Council
Chambers on Saturday, Dec. 9felt as |,
that the involved area’s best use would
be as park land.

The possibility of a park in con-
desirable and it seems that the Crystal
Lake Park Dist. has been amiss in its
duties by not realizing the possibilities.

A second question on the program,
and one that is actually more important
than the first, was should there be
L‘ur‘;hermtnunelakeonme West
It occurs to me every time 1 turn the

corner froem North Ave. onte
Edgewater Dr. that the best way to
obtain more access to the lake would be
by expanding the West Beach to include
the area around the Lakewood City Hall
and to also include the old Sokol Beach,
which just happens to be for sale.

This is such a natural that I can not
imagine that the Park Dist. has nol
considered it.

The most important resource to the
people of Crystal Lake and the
surrounding area is the lake itself. The
way this city is growing, it is im-
perative that the Park Dist. secure
additional land with access to the lake.

The first step to be taken in providing
the West Lake community with ad-
ditional park facilities is by expanding
the West Beach as described above.

Daniel G. Linklater
1305 Ivy Ln
Crystal Lake
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Residents voice opinions
on West End park site

The Park Dist. role in providing
appropriate open and play space was
discussed at length at a recent hearing
held by the Crystal lake Plan Com-
mission

Commission members laid the
ground  work for the discussion by
outlining the history and statutes which
authorized the planning comumission
and the scope of its authority and n-
fluence

The hearing dealt specifically with
possible future action on a planned unit
development proposed for 26 acres
adjacent to and north of West School
called Briarwood West.

At issue was the question of whether
w annex it Lo the city as proposed, or to
seck to acquire the site as @ park area
s some local residents were urging

Following the Plan Commission
presentation, the meeting was open Lo
discussion from the audience. The
following points were made of
questions raised

Dan Linklater asked why the Park
Dist  had not purchased the Sokol
property several years ago when it was
available for under $30,000

Boncosky saul the price was over
$45.000 and that was considered ex-
cessive 6 years ago when it was offered.

Link Later noted that 1t was still better
than $200.000 for the 26 acres of the
Hriarwood West site, and it would
have ncluded another access Lo the
lLake front

Honcosky told the Plan Commission
that the park board expected that more
land in the Westlake area wounld come
from developers as they were annexed
o the city

Gaul saud the ity would consider this
i they could find somebody o accept
utle to such land He saud the aity has
nol been pursming open land because of
this

He has felt that in the past, the Park
Inst. 1s not terested in more land
because of money problems, Gaul said,

Boncosky said he wanted it un-
derstood that the Park Board has never
turned down any land except some that
was of fered near the sewage plant for
sume rather obvious reasons

Gaul remunded the Park Dist. and the
sehools that the Plan Commission is &
voluntary board and if some effort 1s
not made to mplement the uses n-
dicated on the official map, he would
offer an amendment to the com-
prehensive planning ordinance to “take
all the green spaces off the map "

Larry lLane, park commissioner,
explained that many of the offerings by
developers to the Park Ihst are
postage stamp size lots containing poor
Jand that the developer doesn't want.

The 1ssue boils down to what are the
people willing to pay for, he said.

John McGrath of Forest Hills asked
what areas inthe city needed parks the
worst

O'Neill indicated that in planning
they found that the Downtown district
was in the greatest need for neigh-
borhood parks which would probably
require expensive acquisition and
demolition to acquire.

leona Nelson, West End resident,
presented a petition containing over 100
signatures requesting acquisition of the
Briarwood West site.

She reminded the Park Dist. that
when the former Grafton Park area
was annexed to the larger park district
6 years previously, there was a balance
of over $2,000 in the treasury turned
over to the Crystal Lake Dist.

What happened to that? And they had
also turned over the West Beach park
and the land for the tot lot park on
Della.

(' Neill said it had cost over $4,000 so
far to develop the small park and that
they expected to spend over $12,000 in
materials alone before they were
through.

Mrs. Nelson said the Crystal Lake
Park Dist. had doubled in assessed
valuation with the annexation of part of
the old Grafton Park Dist.

Janet Nacker urged the group tp get

“ back to the issue at hand, this Briar-

wood West land. :

Mrs. Synda Becker agreed, “Let's
acquire this,” and she asked, “Are
funds available to the community?"”

Park Dist. officials explained that
there are 2 sources for funds, through
conservation legislation and Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation funds, and also
through HUD.

But, unfortunately, such funds were
distributed through NIPC, and Crystal
Lake was 40th on the list, giving them a
very low priority.

This, O'Neill explained, was because
Crystal Lake has the highest rate of
open space land per person in Illinois.

Dahl asked if the school would be
interested in the land and how much.

Schneider said the school board felt
the facilities at West School were
adequate.

Mrs. Pat Gilman, when finally asked
to comment, asked how pertinent the
need really was in view of the low rate
of participation at Saturday’s meeting
by residents in the area, about 23 out
of 1700.
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CL Park Commission agrees
on need for West End park

Park Commission President Arl
Boncosky told the other members of
Crystal Lake's Park Board Dec. 12 that
the city Plan Commission was not
happy with the Park Dist. taking rmoney
in heu of land.

Boncosky explained that the city's’

planners were anxious to see some sort
of park area in the West End portion of
the community, most notably in or near
West School and the propesed Briar-
wood West development.

After more than a half hour of
discussion, the Park Commissioners
agreed that, indeed, it was advisable to
solicit some acreage in the West End
and that the way to procure the land
was through a one-time referendum for
various acreage and facilibies.

Park Commissioner Del Cryer
reminded the other commissioners that
they couldn’t “‘drop everything” and
buy land just because it shows on the
city's official map or the remaining
programs would be in trouble.

President Boncosky noted that the
city’s official map required as much as
25 acres of park area in the West End;
but he thought it would be more
beneficial, and financially feasible, to
acquire a lesser amount of land instead
of the entire acreage at once.

Commissioner Ken Fetzner
suggested the Park Dist. look into
purchasing the Briarwood West
acreage or the former Sokol camp land.
If that didn't pan out, Fetzner said, a

cormmiitee could be formed to look all
gver the area for suitable park acreage.

Park Dist. Director Danny O'Neill
said there was a lack of communication
between the district and the city in
regard to master plans and official
maps. -

He pointed out that designation of
lands on the official map is variable in
that portions determined to be of a
particular zoning classification as well
as open lands could be moved around
within a particular neighborhood of-
ficially sel up in the map.

At the suggestion of Commissioner
Fetzner, the district will officially
commend Dan Lester in appreciation
for his efforts in helping the district
construct the recently opened Skate
Shack.

Director O'Neill said the North-
eastern Illinois Regional Planning
Commission (NIPC) had placed the
district’s request for federal and state
funds to purchase acreage in the
Crystal Lake Watershed 18th of 22
applicants.

O'Neill said, even with a change in
the application procedures, I don’t
know if we're closer or further away.”

The director also showed the com-
missioners shides of his summer trip to
Boulder, Colo., in which he was ex-
pressly impressed by certain of their
facilities.

Commissioner Cryer brought to light
the apparent confusion about an-
nexation to the Park Dist. He asked

Park Dist. Attorney John Cowlin to
outline the procedure publicly once
more.

“Cowlin explained that basically there
were 3 things necessary for an-
nexation:

1) Action must be initiated by those
wishing to annex to the district;

2) The area to be annexed must be
contiguous to the district;

3) And a referendum vote through the
courts, the legal process, had been
changed by the state recently so that a
simple majority of electors, which he
explained were property owners or
rentors, was needed rather than the
former 100 per cent.

Recreation Director Joe Herrity
reported that the district will again
offer a program this summer for
children in the SEDOM program. He
said the park district and Elementary
School Dist. 47 were attempting to find
funds for the program.

Herrity also pointed out that people
can call the Park Dist. to offer positive
comments as to what they want from
the district at any time the office is
open. The number is 459-0680.

Jim Kruse, an official from the

Crystal Lake Anglers Club, asked the
commission for permission to plant
some 340 Northern in the lake again this
year. :
The commissioners agreed en-
thusiastically that the program was a
good deal for everybody concerned and
wholeheartedly gave their support.



